
 

 

Course Introduction 
Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be 
written, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be 
written (John 21:25). 

 This class cannot begin to capture everything about who Jesus is, what he 
taught, what he did and what could be said about him 

 Have selected a few core concepts for us to explore over the course of these 8 
weeks 

Jesus = Christ = Messiah 

 Great opportunity of this class is to lay a deep foundation on the centrality of 
Christ 

 First, want to be clear in our terms 
 Jesus = Christ = Messiah = 2nd Person of the Trinity 
 Friend with Young Life: girl wanted to be a Christian, but had one question 

first… “Are Jesus and Christ the same person?” 



Christ: The Center of the Bible 

 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all 
the Scriptures the things concerning himself (Luke 24:27). 

 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; 
and it is they that bear witness about me (John 5:39). 

 From Genesis to Revelation, all of the Bible is about Jesus 
 The Gospel Project: Each lesson in our new kids curriculum contains a “Christ 

Connection,” a deliberate pointing forward from the passage being studied to 
the redemptive work of Christ 

Christ: The Center of History 

 But when the fullness of time had come, God 
sent forth his Son (Galatians 4:4). 

 Jesus is not only center of the Bible, but also 
the pivotal point in all of history 

 All of history revolves around Jesus 
 So what is the testimony of history? 
 Date time after him 
 “Jesus Christ is to me the outstanding 

personality of all time, all history, both as 
Son of God and as Son of Man. Everything he ever said or did has value for us 
today and that is something you can say of no other man, dead or alive. There 
is no easy middle ground to stroll upon. You either accept Jesus or reject him” 
– Sholem Asch 

 “All history is incomprehensible without Christ” – Ernest Renan, French 
historian, religious scholar and linguist 

 “I am an historian, I am not a believer, but I must confess as a historian that 
this penniless preacher from Nazareth is irrevocably the very center of 
history. Jesus Christ is easily the most dominant figure in all of history” – HG 
Wells 

Christ: The Center of Creation 

 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through 
him and for him (Colossians 1:15-16). 

 Jesus made the world for himself 



Christ: The Center of Christianity 

 “Christ is the center of Christianity and the conception we form of 
Christianity is therefore the conception we have of him” – J. Oswald Sanders 

 “The message of Christ is not Christianity. The message of Christ is Christ” – 
Gary Amirault 

 May sound obvious, but it is possible to talk about Jesus and Christianity 
without ever proclaiming Jesus as the center of Christianity 

o Example: Story of Good Samaritan can be told as a challenge to 
listener on his/her failure to be a good neighbor OR it can be told as 
the story of how we were enemies of God and yet he came to care for 
us and heal us when we’ve been attacked 

Christ: The Center of Salvation 

  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me”(John 14:6). 

 Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9). 

 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be saved (Acts 4:12). 

 Salvation is about Jesus. Salvation is only possible through Jesus. And 
salvation is centered on the glory of Jesus. 

Christ: The Center of our Lives 

 Jesus is not your copilot. You were created by Jesus and for Jesus. 
 Your life revolves around Jesus. 
 “Every one shall consider the main end of his life and 

studies to know God and Jesus Christ which is eternal life” 
– Harvard’s Rules & Precepts, Adopted in 1646 

 Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 
throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2) 

 “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, 
but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). 

 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain (Philippians 1:21). 



Summary: Christ the Center 
Jesus is the center of the Bible and the center of history. He created the world and all 
of Christianity is about him. Salvation is only possible through him and your life 
revolves around his. As Charlie Hall captures in his song, Center: 
 

O Christ, be the center of our lives 
Be the place we fix our eyes 

Be the center of our lives 

Is Christ the Center of your Life? 
You were made by Jesus and for Jesus. Before we go any further in this course, want 
to invite all of you to reflect on your life. Is Jesus the center of your life? You can 
leave class today assured that you have experienced the salvation that is centered in 
Christ. If you are unsure, please come talk to me. 

Sneak Peak 
Moving forward, in future weeks, we will look more deeply at who Jesus is, why he 
came to earth, his death and resurrection, and what it means for our lives to be 
centered on him. Topics coming in future weeks include: 

 Jesus’ relationship to the Father and to the Holy Spirit as a member of the 
Trinity 

 Jesus’ moral perfection and sinless life 
 The eight “I am” statements that Jesus makes in John’s gospel 
 The death and resurrection of Jesus 
 The three offices of Jesus: Prophet, Priest and King 

Digging Deeper 
The following represents some resources that you can use for further study into the 
person and work of Jesus Christ. They can all be ordered from Amazon at 
http://bit.ly/ChristTheCenter 

 The Incomparable Christ by J. Oswald Sanders 
 Vintage Jesus by Mark Driscoll 
 The Person of Christ by Donald MacLeod 
 The Work of Christ by Robert Letham 
 Seeing and Savoring Jesus Christ by John Piper 
 Fifty Reasons Why Jesus Came to Die by John Piper 
 The Case for Christ by Lee Strobel 
 The Jesus I Never Knew by Philip Yancey 
 A Man Without Equal by Bill Bright 
 Prophets, Priests and Kings by A.G. Gardiner 

http://bit.ly/ChristTheCenter

