
 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord 

Who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
And born of the virgin Mary 

The Bible’s Great Truth 

 God, in his mercy, did not create the world and then leave it unto itself 
 He entered into time and space to reveal himself and to redeem us 
 So we can hold to the words of Jesus… 
 Whoever has seen me has seen the Father (John 14:9) 

The States of Christ 

 Reminder: we cannot say everything there is to say about Jesus in this course 
 This morning we want to start a diagram that we will continue to fill in 

through the rest of the course 
 Overview of the different stages in the ministry of the second person of the 

Trinity, the Son 

Old Testament Christophanies 

 Definition: A christophany is a pre-incarnation physical appearance of the 2nd 
person of the Trinity 

 That is, before Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the Bible records a couple of 
appearances of the Son 

 Examples: 
o Joshua 5:13-15 

 Commander of the army of the Lord 
 And the commander of the LORD's army said to Joshua, “Take off 

your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are 
standing is holy.” And Joshua did so (Joshua 5:15). 

o Genesis 32:22-32 
 Jacob wrestles with the angel 
 And he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 

Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but 
Israel, for you have striven [wrestled] with God and with men, 
and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your 
name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there 
he blessed him. So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, 



saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life has 
been delivered” (Genesis 32:27-30). 

o Daniel 3:8-30 
 4th man appears in the fiery furnace 
 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. 

He declared to his counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound 
into the fire?” They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.” 
He answered and said, “But I see four men unbound, walking in 
the midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance 
of the fourth is like a son of the gods” (Daniel 3:24-25). 

 Non-examples: 
o There are a couple of instances where there is a mysterious 

appearance that I do not believe were Christophanies 
o Genesis 14:17-24 – I do not think that Melchizedek was a pre-

incarnate appearance of Christ 

God became a man: The Incarnation and Virgin Birth 

The Incarnation 

 How did Christ, the son of God, become man? 
o Christ, the Son of God, became man by assuming a real body and a 

reasoning soul. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit in 
the womb of the Virgin Mary, who gave birth to him; yet he was 
sinless (WSC Q22). 

 Definition: The incarnation is the theological term we use for God becoming a 
real flesh and bones man.  

o Incarnation = In + Carne (meat, flesh) = “in the flesh” 
 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 

glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth (John 1:14 ESV). 
 The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood. We saw 

the glory with our own eyes, like the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son, 
Generous inside and out, true from start to finish (John 1:14, The Message). 

 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing 
to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born 
in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross (Philippians 
2:6-8). 

The Virgin Birth 

 Larry King, when asked if he could interview anyone from all of history, said, 
“Jesus Christ.” “And what would you like to ask him?” Larry King replied, “I 
would like to ask him if he was indeed virgin-born. The answer to that 
question would define history for me.”  



 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be 
with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he 
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for 
that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All 
this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
  and they shall call his name Immanuel” 
(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel 
of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had 
given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus (Matthew 1:18-25). 

 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and 
said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly 
troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 
And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.” 
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 
will be called holy—the Son of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her 
old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was 
called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” And Mary said, 
“Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” 
And the angel departed from her (Luke 1:26-38). 

 Significance of the Virgin Birth 
o I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 

offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall 
bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15). 

o Jesus as fulfillment of Genesis 3:15 – the seed of the woman who will 
crush the head of the serpent 

Sinless Life: The Moral Perfection of Jesus 

 Jesus did not sin… ever 



 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every 
respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin (Hebrews 4:14-15). 

 For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the 
one man's obedience the many will be made righteous (Romans 5:19). 

 Theological Significance: It took a perfect, stainless lamb to take away the 
sins of the world forever (John 1:29) 

The Miracles & Teaching of Jesus 

 Humanity and Divinity 
o Remember what we said last week: Jesus was always acting as both 

God and man 
o Several Gospel accounts we see his humanity and divinity meet 
o On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across 

to the other side.” And leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the 
boat, just as he was. And other boats were with him. And a great 
windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the 
boat was already filling. But he was in the stern, asleep on the 
cushion. And they woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care 
that we are perishing?” And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to 
the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a great 
calm. He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” 
And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who then 
is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” (Mark 4:35-41). 

 Mission and Mercy 
o Tendency to separate mission (proclamation of the gospel) and mercy 

(helping people in need) 
o For Jesus, these two were almost always deeply intertwined 
o And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins 

are forgiven.” Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning 
in their hearts, “Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! 
Who can forgive sins but God alone?” And immediately Jesus, perceiving 
in his spirit that they thus questioned within themselves, said to them, 
“Why do you question these things in your hearts? Which is easier, to say 
to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your 
bed and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic—“I say to 
you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home.” And he rose and 
immediately picked up his bed and went out before them all, so that they 
were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like 
this!” (Mark 2:5-12). 


