
 

Set the Stage: Jesus’ Self-Declarations 

 Last week, looked at the pre-incarnate appearances of Christ, the miraculous 
birth of Christ and some of his teaching and miracles 

 As we look at the life of Jesus, always need to bounce back and forth between 
what Jesus did/taught and the theological significance 

 This morning, primarily focus on the theological significance by looking at 
Jesus’ self-declarations in the book of John 

 What did Jesus have to say about himself? 

Exodus 3 

 Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The 
God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ 
what shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, 
“Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” God also said to 
Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ 
This is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all 
generations” (Exodus 3:13-15). 

 Moses encounters Holy God at burning bush and asks for identification 
 I Am Who I Am (Heb. ˒ehyeh ˒ašer ˒ehyeh). An expression used to explain 

Yahweh, the covenant name of the God of Israel, given to Moses when he 
encountered the burning bush (Exod. 3:14). It is also rendered “I will be what 
I will be” or, perhaps more correctly, “I create what (ever) I create.” 1 

 This name – Yahweh – was sacred. 

John 8:58 

 So what would happen if someone claimed that name of “I am” for himself? 
 Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was 

glad.” So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen 
Abraham?” Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham 
was, I am.” So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and 
went out of the temple (John 8:56-59). 

 Look at the response of his audience: Upon hearing the words “before 
Abraham was, I am” they were ready to stone him 

                                                        
1 Myers, A. C. (1987). The Eerdmans Bible dictionary (511). Grand Rapids, MI: 
Eerdmans. 



 Why? 
 Precisely because his audience understood his declaration: He was 

declaration to be “I am” – He was claiming the name of Yahweh for himself! 

The “I am” Sayings 

 Throughout the book of John, we see Jesus make these “I am” statements, 
constantly drawing the reader back to Exodus 3 

 John’s intent: to tell us that Jesus’ was claiming to be Yahweh himself 
 

 

Saying Ref in John In Action 
I am the Bread of Life. 
 

6:35 
 

Feeds ~15000 with a little 
boy’s bag lunch (Jn 6:10-
12; cf Mt 14:21) 

I am the Light of the 
World. 
 

8:12 
 

Gives sight to man born 
blind (Jn 9:7) 

I am the Gate (Door) for 
the Sheep. 
 

10:7, 9 
 

 

I am the Good 
Shepherd. 
 

10:11, 14 
 

Lays down his life for his 
sheep (Jn 10:15) 

I am the Resurrection 
and the Life. 
 

11:25 
 

Raises Lazarus from dead 
(Jn 11:43-44) 

I am the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life. 
 

14:6 
 

Reveals the Father (Jn 
14:7) / Gives life (Jn 
10:10) 

I am the True Vine. 
 

15:1, 5 
 

 

 

 Application 
What significance do these statements from Jesus have on our lives today? 


