
 

An Unwarranted Death 

 Jesus was, in way no, deserving of death. 
 Yet he was killed in the most horrendous form of capital punishment 

humanity has ever devised. 
 Josephus, the ancient Jewish historian, referred to crucifixion as “the most 

wretched of deaths.” 
 The pain was so intense, we literally invented a new word to describe it – 

“excruciating.” 
 He was mocked (Luke 22:63-65), spat upon (Mark 15:19), stripped naked 

(John 19:23-24), flogged beyond recognition as a man (Matthew 27:26; cf. 
Isaiah 53), had a crown of thorns thrust into his head (Mark 15:17) and then 
had nails driven through his hands and his feet on the cross, left to die. 

A Victorious Resurrection 

 Everything hinges on the resurrection 
 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your 

sins…  If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be 
pitied (1 Corinthians 15:17, 19). 

 If Christ has not been raised from the dead, there is no resurrection awaiting 
us and no hope for us 

 But he did rise from the dead! 
 My three favorite words in the Bible: He has risen! 
 And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was 

crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him” (Mark 
16:6). 

 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death 
no longer has dominion over him (Romans 6:9). 

The Meaning of the Atonementi 
Jesus’ work on the cross is like a multi-faceted diamond. From each perspective, the 
glory of the cross shines through in a new and magnificent way. 

Covenant 

 God established a “covenant of blood” with Israel that certified that they 
were indeed his people. 



 In the same way, a new covenant has been established in Christ. 
 Key Texts: Genesis 15; Exodus 24:8; Leviticus 17:11, Ezekiel 37:24-28 and 

many more 
 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the 
covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, 
though I was their husband, declares the LORD. For this is the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put 
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people” (Jeremiah 31:31-33). 

 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 
Lord's death until he comes (1 Corinthians 11:25-26). 

Sacrifice 

 Christ’s death was a sacrifice that purchased eternal redemption.  
 The unique feature of Christ’s sacrifice is that he is both victim and priest 

who offers it. 
 Key Texts: Book of Leviticus 
 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds 
we are healed (Isaiah 53:5). 

 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1:29). 

Redemption 

 Webster’s defines redemption as “to buy back, to liberate by payment” 
 “You are now doubly mine. I made you and I bought you.” 
 Key Texts: Book of Ruth 
 He entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats 

and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal 
redemption (Hebrews 9:12). 

Reconciliation 

 The death of Christ brings to an end the enmity and estrangement that exists 
between God and man. 

 The Peace Child – by Don Richardson 
 More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 

whom we have now received reconciliation (Romans 5:11). 
 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us 

the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the 
world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting 



to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, 
be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:18-20). 

 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace 
by the blood of his cross (Colossians 1:19-20). 

Propitiation 

 Christ died to appease God’s wrath. 
 God is glorious not only in his love, kindness, mercy and grace, but also in his 

wrath, justice, holiness and righteousness. 
 Question: Could God have forgiven us without Jesus dying? 
 Answer: I don’t think so. Forgiveness apart from the cross would have denied 

God’s just wrath. 
 The cross then, glorifies Christ both in his generous mercy and in his 

righteous wrath. 
 Key Texts: Any of God’s judgments for sin from Noah to the plagues in Egypt 

to the exile in Babylon. 
 The righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 

there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received 
by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at 
the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has 
faith in Jesus (Romans 3:22-26). 

 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But 
if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also 
for the sins of the whole world (1 John 2:1-2). 

 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son 
to be the propitiation for our sins (1 John 4:10). 

Substitution 

 Christ died in our place as our substitute. 
 This substitution is individual and personal. 
 Key Texts: Genesis 22 
 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for 

it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree” (Galatians 3:13). 
 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 

might become the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21). 



Justification 

 “Justification is God’s action pronouncing sinners righteous in his sight. It is a 
matter of our being forgiven and declared to have fulfilled all that God’s law 
requires of us” (Erickson). 

 Justification is a legal, forensic declaration of “Not Guilty.” 
 What is justification? 

o Justification is the act of God’s free grace by which he pardons all our 
sins and accepts us as righteous in his sight. He does so only because 
he counts the righteousness of Christ as ours. Justification is received 
by faith alone (WSC Q33). 

 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 5:1). 

 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:23). 

 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus 
(Romans 8:1). 

Summary 

 The death and resurrection of Jesus not merely something for us to think 
about at Easter each year. Rather, they serve as an invitation to explore the 
depth and beauty of God’s redemptive plan, formulated from before the 
world began that we might be the recipients of the "immeasurable riches of 
his grace” (Ephesians 2:6). 

 While hanging on the cross, one of the criminals yelled to Jesus, “Are you not 
the Christ? Save yourself and us!” (Luke 23:39). 

 But Jesus knew he couldn’t have it both ways. It was save himself or save us. 
 Then Jesus turned to the other criminal on the cross and said, “Truly, I say to 

you, today you will be with me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43).  
 Through the unwarranted death and victorious resurrection, Jesus extends to 

you and I the same invitation that he extended to this criminal: To join him in 
paradise. 

 
                                                        
i Special thanks to John Karraker as these notes are adapted from his insights into 
the various perspectives on the atonement. 


