
 

How is Christ our redeemer? 
As our redeemer, Christ is a prophet, priest and king  
in both his humiliation and his exaltation (WSC Q23). 

 



The Three Offices 

 Roles all started in one person: Adam 
o As Prophet: Named animals 
o As Priest: Tended the Garden 
o As King: Ruled over creation 

 After Fall, these offices split 
o As Prophet: Nathan 
o Levitical Priesthood 
o As King: David 

 Jesus returns all of those to a single person: Himself 

The Role of the Prophet 

 A prophet is one who speaks for God, including revealing and interpreting 
the will of God to men through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 

 “The chief function of the prophet is to receive the thoughts of God in his 
human consciousness, in order to impart the same to the people” (Henry 
DeVries). 

 Two main steps in the ministry of the prophet: 
o “passive function of receiving revelations of the divine will” 
o “active function of passing those on to the people” (Sanders, p.156) 

 Two main elements of biblical prophecy: 
o Fore-telling: Predicting future events  
o Forth-telling: Applying prior revelation to present circumstances 
o Example: “Daniel fulfilled the prophet office as completely when he 

interpreted Nebuchadnezzar’s dream as when he foretold the course 
of Gentile world supremacy” (Sanders, p.156). 

 Prophets are “but instruments wholly dependent on him who employed 
them. They were the voice, but not the speaker; the message, but not the 
sender; the musical instruments, but not the player.” 

The Prophet in the OT 

 Prophetic office shows up throughout the OT 
 Most famous prophet: Moses 

o Moses spoke with the authority of God to declare God’s will to the 
people 

 Major prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel 
 Minor prophets: Amos, Micah, Jonah, Hosea, etc. 
 Non-writing prophets: Samuel, Elijah, Elisha, Nathan, etc. 
 Speak with authority: “Thus says the Lord…” 
 Testing of prophets: Deuteronomy 13:1-5; 18:15-22 



The OT Anticipation of Prophet 

 “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, 
from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen…” (Deuteronomy 18:15). 

 Moses’ words here anticipate the coming of another prophet – the great 
prophet 

 So we should not be surprised at anticipation of Jews that comes through in 
John 1:21, “And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ 
‘Are you the Prophet?’ And he answered, ‘No.’” 

Jesus as the Prophet 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, 
and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and 
the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it (John 1:1-5 ESV). 

 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is 
the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power (Hebrews 1:1-3). 

 And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is 
this?” And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of 
Galilee” (Matthew 21:10-11). 

How Jesus Acts as a Prophet 

 How is Christ a prophet? 
o As a prophet, Christ reveals the will of God to us for our salvation by 

his word and Spirit (WSC Q24). 
 Jesus prophetic ministry is… 

o Predictive: Jesus foretold what was to come 
 “And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it 

does take place you may believe” (John 14:29; cf. John 13:19). 
o Authoritative: When Jesus spoke, he did so with authority. 

 Prophetic formula: “Thus says the Lord…” 
 Jesus’ formula: “I say unto you…” 
 Appealed to himself as the authority for his words because he 

was the Word 
o Interpretive: Jesus revealed and interpreted God’s truth 

 “You have heard it said… but I say to you…” (see Sermon on the 
Mount) 



 “If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him” (John 14:7). 

o Continuous: Jesus’ prophetic ministry continues even to the present 
 For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy (Revelation 

19:10). 
 All that the apostles wrote/taught is from Jesus, assuring its 

infallibility and its truth 
 Prophetic ministry continues today through the preaching of 

the faithful preaching of the Word of God 
 “The preaching of the Word of God is the Word of God” – 2nd 

Helvetic Confession 

Significance for Us Today 

 There is no more special revelation to come – Jesus was it. 
 Jesus’ prophetic ministry continues as he applies the Scriptures to us by his 

Spirit. 
 There is good, true and sound doctrine to which we can hold. 
 The Scriptures clearly reveal everything we need to know for salvation in 

Christ. 
 We can know what is and what should be and what God requires of us 


