
 

How is Christ our redeemer? 
As our redeemer, Christ is a prophet, priest and king  
in both his humiliation and his exaltation (WSC Q23). 

The Role of the Priest 

 A priest is one who humbly stands between God and people as mediator, 
advocate and intercessor 

o Representing the people to God 
o Representing God to the people 

 Example: Representing the people to God 
o Offer sacrifices for sin and prays for the people 

 Example: Representing God to the people 
o Hears their confession, offers forgiveness and speaks God’s blessing 

on the people 

The Priest in the OT 

 Priestly office shows up throughout the OT 
 Aaronic priesthood 

o “Then bring near to you Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from 
among the people of Israel, to serve me as priests—Aaron and Aaron's 
sons, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar (Exodus 28:1). 

o Aaron and his sons (the tribe of Levi) set apart by God as priests 
o They offered sacrifices, blessed the people, etc. 

 OT sacrificial system 
 Leviticus 

o Basically, this entire book is a priestly one 
o Outlines expectations of purity (the moral law, especially chapters 18 

and 20) and offerings to make atonement for the sin of the people 
 Melchizedekian priesthood 

o After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who 
were with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of 
Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley). And Melchizedek king of Salem 
brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of God Most High.) And 
he blessed him and said, 

 “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, 
 Possessor of heaven and earth; 
and blessed be God Most High, 
 who has delivered your enemies into your hand!” 



And Abram gave him a tenth of everything. And the king of Sodom said 
to Abram, “Give me the persons, but take the goods for yourself.” But 
Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have lifted my hand to the LORD, 
God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth, that I would not take a 
thread or a sandal strap or anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I 
have made Abram rich.’ I will take nothing but what the young men 
have eaten, and the share of the men who went with me. Let Aner, 
Eshcol, and Mamre take their share” (Genesis 14:17-24). 

o Pretty mysterious character – this is all we know about him1 

The OT Anticipation of Priest 

 The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, “You are a priest forever 
after the order of Melchizedek” (Psalm 110:4). 

 Here David, the author of this Psalm, anticipates the coming of an eternal 
priest (forever!) not descended from Aaron 

Jesus as the Priest 

 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29). 

 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every 
respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with 
confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need (Hebrews 4:14-16). 

 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, 
then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, 
not of this creation) he entered once for all into the holy places, not by 
means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus 
securing an eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the 
sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the 
purification of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify 
our conscience from dead works to serve the living God... so Christ, having 
been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to 
deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him (Hebrews 9:11-
14, 28). 

                                                        
1 A Priest Forever: Christ and the Melchizedekian Priesthood – Written by Steve 
Jeantet – Published by Reformed Perspectives Magazine – http://bit.ly/R3n0uA 



How Jesus Acts as a Priest 

 How is Christ a priest? 
o As a priest, Christ offered himself up once as a sacrifice for us to 

satisfy divine justice and to reconcile us to God, and he continually 
intercedes for us (WSC Q25). 

 Sacrifice 
o Jesus did what no goat or ram or dove ever could 
o He made permanent atonement for sin by his own blood 
o Gen 22: story of Abraham sacrificing Isaac 

 We often view this story asking what we can learn about 
Abraham’s faith 

 Let me reframe: we are Isaac in this story, waiting for a last 
minute substitute, which God provides in the perfect ram, Jesus 
the Christ 

o The cross is the eternally-accomplished sacrifice on our behalf 
o As a priest, Jesus not only made sacrifice on our behalf, but made 

himself the sacrifice on our behalf 
 Forgives sin and offers God’s blessing 
 Mediator 

o For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus (1 Timothy 2:5). 

o Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to 
God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for 
them (Hebrews 7:25). 

o Even now, Jesus sits next to the Father, interceding on our behalf 
 Offers us his Spirit 

o Jesus gave us his Spirit to reside with us forever 
 Sympathize 

o Because he has been tempted in every way, he understands our 
weakness and is able to strengthen and sustain us 

Significance for Us Today 

 Communion becomes a priestly moment where we partake of the great 
sacrifice of Christ 

 We have assurance of forgiveness 
 We receive blessings that only Christ is due, because he has given us his 

righteousness 
 We can enter into God’s presence boldly 
 We are reconciled and restored to new relationship with God 


