
 

There is not a square inch in the whole domain of our human existence over which 
Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not cry, “Mine!” 

--Abraham Kuyper 

The Role of the King 

 A king is one who… 
o Rules 
o Leads 
o Guides 
o Governs 
o Directs 
o Protects 
o Judge 

The King in the OT 

 Kingly office shows up throughout the OT 
 Part of God’s creation mandate to humanity was to rule over his creation 

o And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that 
moves on the earth” (Genesis 1:28). 

 King was always God’s plan for Israel 
o When you come to the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and 

you possess it and dwell in it and then say, ‘I will set a king over me, like 
all the nations that are around me,’ you may indeed set a king over 
you whom the LORD your God will choose. One from among your 
brothers you shall set as king over you. You may not put a foreigner over 
you, who is not your brother. Only he must not acquire many horses for 
himself or cause the people to return to Egypt in order to acquire many 
horses, since the LORD has said to you, ‘You shall never return that way 
again.’ And he shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart 
turn away, nor shall he acquire for himself excessive silver and gold 
(Deuteronomy 17:14-17). 

o Problem was NOT that Israel wanted a king – it’s that they wanted the 
wrong king 

o Why important? Because God’s plan was always for Jesus to come as 
the conquering king! 

 Most famous King: David 
 Kings of Judah and Israel – as they went, so went the people 



The OT Anticipation of King 

 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his 
feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the 
peoples (Genesis 49:10).  

 “I have found David, my servant; with my holy oil I have anointed him… 
And I will make him the firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth. My 
steadfast love I will keep for him forever, and my covenant will stand firm for 
him. I will establish his offspring forever and his throne as the days of the 
heavens… 
Once for all I have sworn by my holiness; I will not lie to David. His offspring 
shall endure forever, his throne as long as the sun before me. Like the 
moon it shall be established forever, a faithful witness in the skies” (Psalm 89: 
20, 27-29, 35-37). 

Jesus as the King 

 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own 
accord, or did others say it to you about me?” Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? 
Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have 
you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom 
were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be 
delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” Then Pilate 
said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. 
For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to 
bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice” (John 
18:33-37). 

 Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of 
Nazareth, the King of the Jews” (John 19:19). 

How Jesus Acts as a King 

 How is Christ a king? 
o As a king, Christ brings us under his power, rules and defends us, and 

restrains and conquers all his and all our enemies (WSC Q26). 
 His Present Session 

o Jesus sits even now at the hand of the Father, ruling over his creation 
o Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy 

that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
seated at the right of the throne of God (Hebrews 12:2). 

o He demands and deserves our obedience 



o He claims ownership of everything – He is Lord over nations and 
power… and over pants and refrigerators and our bank accounts 

 His Victorious Return 
o His return will be: 

 Personal (Revelation 22:7) 
 Literal (Acts 1:11) 
 Visible (Revelation 1:7) 
 Glorious (Matthew 16:27) 
 Sudden (Matthew 24:27) 
 Unexpected (Matthew 24:44) 

o Jesus conquered the enemy of death with his resurrection (see 1 
Corinthians 15) 

o On his return, he will put down every enemy (contrast Genesis 3:15 
with Revelation 21 

o He will lift the curse 
o He will pour blessings and rewards upon his children 
o He will judge the living and the dead 
o He will be with us forever! 

 Jesus’ kingship was inaugurated on the cross (where he was crowned with a 
crown of thorns!) and will be consummated at his return when he will be 
Lord over all!1 

Significance for Us Today 

 Jesus’ kingdom today is spiritual as he rules over us, his children 
 One day it will be a physical kingdom on the new earth 
 And we will get to rule with him! 

 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love 
and wonders of his love 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 
 

 

                                                        
1 Kingdom Dynamics: a teaching series by Steve Jeantet at 
http://stevejeantet.wordpress.com/kingdom-dynamics/ 


